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ABSTRACT: This study examines the intricate socio-cultural dynamics of inter-tribal relations in Jharkhand, India,
against a backdrop of diverse indigenous communities. Through historical, anthropological, and political lenses, it
explores the complexities of cultural identity, resource competition, and political representation shaping cooperation
and conflict among tribes. Despite challenges, shared heritage and solidarity foster avenues for collaboration amidst
tensions. The research underscores the imperative of understanding these dynamics for fostering peace, harmony, and
equitable progress in the region.
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I. INTRODUCTION

The state of Jharkhand, nestled in the heart of India, is a mosaic of diverse indigenous tribal communities, each with its
own rich cultural heritage and socio-economic fabric. Against this backdrop, the inter-tribal relations within Jharkhand
are a complex tapestry woven with threads of cooperation and conflict (Balliet, 2013). Shaped by historical struggles
for autonomy, resource competition, and political representation, these dynamics reflect both shared identities and
internal rivalries among tribes. As the region grapples with the challenges of development, globalization, and
environmental sustainability, understanding the nuanced socio-cultural dynamics of inter-tribal relations becomes
imperative for fostering peace, harmony, and equitable progress in Jharkhand.

II. REVIEW OF LITERATURE

Sirohi and Chauhan (2011) identified poor communities engaged in livestock husbandry in Jharkhand, highlighting
challenges such as lack of critical inputs and poor linkage with markets. They advocated for development initiatives
strengthening the entire value chain and ensuring self-sustainability.

Prasad (2015) analyzed the concept of 'commons' in Jharkhand, emphasizing methodological issues in measuring
commons and advocating for community-based forest management.

Prakash (2016) examined the dynamics of Indian politics and development in Jharkhand, arguing against a
homogenizing notion of development and emphasizing socio-political trajectories.

Yanger (2017) explored the impact of Christian missions and colonization in Northeast India, highlighting the
transformation of tribal societies and the challenges of political sovereignty.

pant and Pal (2017) investigated the socio-cultural and nutritional environment of the Tharu population in
Uttarakhand, revealing dietary deficiencies and suggesting measures for improvement.

Alam and Kumari (2017) discussed cultural heritage conservation in Jharkhand from an anthropological perspective,
emphasizing the importance of preserving tribal heritage.

Prasad-Aleyamma (2017) examined the policy of indigenous people protection in Pasighat, Arunachal Pradesh,
highlighting the interlinkages between urban politics and indigeneity.

Yangchen Lhamu (2018) analyzed tribal development approaches in India, critiquing top-down models and
emphasizing the importance of community consultation.
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Wahab (2018) explored the indigenous model of conflict resolution, known as "Judiyya," in Sudan, highlighting its
effectiveness in maintaining peace among Darfuri tribal communities.

Kumar (2018) examined the social impacts of displacement due to the Jaduguda Uranium mining project, highlighting
the destruction of traditional livelihoods and social fabric.

Roy, N. C. (2020). This programme, inspired by the national desire to lift the disadvantaged to the level of the better-
off, and to bring about regional parity, was operationalised by a steady inflow of resources and new technology in an
area which, then a part of Assam, was one of the least developed regions of the country. It will be germane to provide a
glimpse of the situation prevailing at the time of independence: in the entire area of 83743 sq km forming now
Arunachal Pradesh there were only three primary schools with an enrolment of 30 students and so the overall literacy
rate of an estimated population of 268 thousand was just a little above zero. There were no modern hospital facilities,
nor were there much infrastructural facilities such as roads and highways. The vast expanse of the land with a very
sparsely-settled population — the density was then as low as three people per sq km-lacked any connectivity.

Sagarika, S. (2022). Globalization is good for rich people with assets and skills. But it is challenging for the
marginalized indigenous communities and Dalits. The indigenous population of India (67.6 million) is around 8.6
percent of the total population is larger than that of any other country in the world. The word 'tribe' is generally used for
a "socially cohesive unit, associated with a territory, the members of which regard them as politically autonomous"
(Mitchell, 1979: 232). Often a tribe possesses a distinct dialect and distinct cultural traits. The forest occupies a central
position in tribal culture and economy. Historically, tribal have been pushed to corners owing to economic interests of
various dominant groups. In contemporary India, the need for land for development, globalization and industrialization
is still forcing them towards migration.

III. DIVERSE INDIGENOUS COMMUNITIES

Jharkhand boasts a rich tapestry of indigenous communities, each contributing unique cultural practices, languages, and
traditions to the region's vibrant social fabric. These diverse tribes, including the Santhal, Munda, Oraon, and Ho, have
inhabited the land for generations, fostering a rich tapestry of cultural diversity. Each community has its own distinct
social structures, religious beliefs, and customary laws, reflecting a deep connection to the land and a shared heritage
that continues to shape the socio-cultural landscape of Jharkhand.

IV. HISTORICAL CONTEXT

The historical context of inter-tribal relations in Jharkhand is marked by a legacy of struggles for autonomy and land
rights against colonial and post-colonial powers. Prior to British colonization, indigenous tribes in the region had well-
established systems of governance and land management. However, colonial policies such as the Permanent Settlement
Act of 1793 disrupted these traditional systems, leading to land alienation and exploitation. The resistance movements
against British rule, notably the Birsa Munda-led Ulgulan movement in the late 19th century, symbolize the indigenous
tribes' struggle for self-determination and preservation of their cultural identity. Post-independence, the demand for a
separate state of Jharkhand was rooted in the desire for political autonomy and equitable development for the tribal
communities. Understanding this historical context is essential for comprehending the socio-cultural dynamics of inter-
tribal relations in Jharkhand (Kumar, 2010), as it shapes perceptions of identity, rights, and power dynamics among
indigenous groups.

V. POLITICAL DYNAMICS

Political dynamics play a significant role in shaping inter-tribal relations in Jharkhand. The state's political landscape is
characterized by competition for representation and access to resources, often along tribal lines. Various tribal and non-
tribal political parties vie for power, seeking to address the socio-economic concerns of indigenous communities while
also pursuing broader development agendas. Tribal identity and grievances are frequently mobilized for political
purposes, leading to alliances and rivalries among different tribal groups. Moreover, the formation of the state of
Jharkhand in 2000 was driven by aspirations for greater political autonomy and equitable development among tribal
communities. However, challenges such as corruption, nepotism, and unequal distribution of resources have
perpetuated socio-political tensions, influencing inter-tribal relations. Understanding these political dynamics is
essential for comprehending the complex interplay of power, representation, and identity within Jharkhand's tribal
communities.
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VI. CULTURAL IDENTITY AND SOLIDARITY

Cultural identity and solidarity are foundational elements that shape inter-tribal relations in Jharkhand, fostering both
cooperation and conflict (Norenzayan, 2013) among indigenous communities. Despite the diversity of languages,
customs, and traditions, there exists a shared sense of belonging and heritage among tribal groups, rooted in a deep
connection to the land and a collective history of resistance against external pressures. This shared identity serves as a
unifying force, strengthening bonds of solidarity and mutual support within and across tribes, particularly in the face of
common challenges such as land dispossession, environmental degradation, and socio-economic marginalization.
However, internal differences and competition over resources can also strain these bonds, leading to inter-tribal
tensions and rivalries. Nevertheless, the resilience of cultural identity and solidarity remains a critical factor in
navigating the complexities of inter-tribal relations in Jharkhand, offering avenues for collaboration and collective
action towards shared goals of empowerment and self-determination.

VII. SCOPE OF THE RESEARCH

The scope of research on the socio-cultural dynamics of inter-tribal relations in Jharkhand (Rai, 2015) encompasses an
interdisciplinary exploration of historical, anthropological, political, and economic factors influencing cooperation and
conflict among indigenous tribal communities. This research delves into the complexities of cultural identity, resource
competition, political representation, gender dynamics, and development impacts, employing a variety of
methodological approaches to understand the nuances of inter-tribal interactions, conflict resolution, and pathways to
sustainable peace and development within the region.

VIII. CONCLUSION

In navigating the complexities of inter-tribal relations in Jharkhand, acknowledging the historical context, political
dynamics, and resilience of cultural identity is paramount. Despite challenges, a shared heritage fosters avenues for
collaboration amidst tensions. This research emphasizes the importance of understanding these dynamics for fostering
peace, harmony, and equitable progress in the region, paving the way for sustainable development and empowerment
among indigenous tribal communities.

REFERENCES

[1] Yangchen Lhamu, K. (2018). State, NGOs and Tribal development: study in Doors Region of West Bengal with
special reference to the role of the non-governmental organizations since 1991 (Doctoral dissertation, University
of North Bengal).

[2] Prasad-Aleyamma, M. (2017). Territorial legends: Politics of indigeneity, migration and urban citizenship in
Pasighat. Subaltern Urbanisation in India: An Introduction to the Dynamics of Ordinary Towns, 261-282.

[3] Wahab, A. S. (2018). The Sudanese Indigenous Model for Conflict Resolution: A case study to examine the
relevancy and the applicability of the Judiyya model in restoring peace within the ethnic tribal communities of the
Sudan.

[4] Yanger, A. (2017). The Impact of Christian Missions and Colonization in Northeast India and Its Role in the
Tribal Nation-Building Movement (Doctoral dissertation, Southwestern Baptist Theological Seminary).

[5] Prakash, A. (2016). Rethinking ‘Regional Developmental Imbalances’; Spatial Versus the Socio-political
‘Region’: The Case of Tribals in Jharkhand. In Rethinking State Politics in India (pp. 31-75). Routledge India.

[6] Pant, B. R.,, & Pal, S. (2017). Socio-cultural and Nutritional Environment of a Marginal Community of
Uttarakhand, India—A Case Study of the Tharu Tribe. Societies, Social Inequalities and Marginalization:
Marginal Regions in the 21st Century, 213-231.

[7] Alam, S., & Kumari, M. (2017). Tribal Heritage Conservation in Jharkhand from an anthropological
viewpoint. Indian Journal of Social Research, 58, 913-924.

[8] Kumar, P. (2018). Displacement and Deprivation in Jharkhand. Marginalities in India: Themes and Perspectives,
53-71.

[9] Prasad, A. (2015). Methodological Issues in the Management Practices of the Commons: A Case of Jharkhand in
Eastern India.

[10] Sirohi, S., & Chauhan, A. K. (2011). Current scenario of livestock development and potential interventions for
livelihood improvement: Case of Jharkhand, India. ELKS Publication Series.

[11] Kumar, B. (2010). Ethnic Demands and the Jharkhand Movement. Rajagiri Journal of Social Development, 1(2),
4-18.

[12] Rai, S. (2015). Plantation industry of Darjeeling region: A historical study (Doctoral dissertation).

IJMRSET © 2023 | An ISO 9001:2008 Certified Journal | 649


http://www.ijmrset.com/

International Journal Of Multidisciplinary Research In Science, Engineering and Technology (IJMRSET)

| ISSN: 2582-7219 | www.ijmrset.com | Impact Factor: 7.54| Monthly Peer Reviwed & Referred Journal |

| Volume 6, Issue 3, March 2023 |

[13] Balliet, D., & Van Lange, P. A. (2013). Trust, conflict, and cooperation: a meta-analysis. Psychological
bulletin, 139(5), 1090.

[14] Norenzayan, A. (2013). Big gods: How religion transformed cooperation and conflict. Princeton University
Press.

[15] Roy, N. C. (2020). Impact of Central Funds on the Economic Development of Arunachal Pradesh.

[16] Sagarika, S. (2022). GLOBALIZATION, INDIGENOUS COMMUNITIES AND MIGRATION: AN
ANALYSIS OF ITS CHANGING CONTOURS IN INDIA. Amitesh Publication & Company, 10, 177.

IJMRSET © 2023 | An ISO 9001:2008 Certified Journal | 650


http://www.ijmrset.com/

R119w|w rw
s Ce

2

INTERNATIONAL

STANDARD

SERIAL

NUMBER
Impact Factor INDIA

7.54

SJIF Scientific Journal Impact Factor

NISCAIR

INTERNATIONAL JOURNAL OF

MULTIDISCIPLINARY RESEARCH
IN SCIENCE, ENGINEERING AND TECHNOLOGY

| Mobile No: +91-6381907438 | Whatsapp: +91-6381907438 | ijmrset@gmail.com |

www.ijmrset.com




