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ABSTRACT: Cross-domain recommendation systems have gained significant attention in recent years due to their 

ability to leverage diverse datasets across multiple domains. However, traditional models often struggle to adapt to new 
domains with limited data. This paper presents a comprehensive review of cluster-based domain adaptive meta-learning 

models, which have shown promising results in addressing these challenges. We discuss the key components of these 

models, including clustering, domain adaptation, and meta-learning, and highlight their advantages and limitations. We 

also provide an overview of recent advancements in this field and identify future research directions. 
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I. INTRODUCTION 
 
Cross-domain recommendation systems aim to provide personalized recommendations to users across multiple 

domains, such as different websites, applications, or product categories. However, traditional models often face 
challenges in adapting to new domains with limited data, leading to poor recommendation accuracy and user 

satisfaction. Cluster-based domain adaptive meta-learning models have emerged as a promising solution to address 

these challenges. 

 

Cluster-Based Domain Adaptive Meta-Learning: 

Cluster-based domain adaptive meta-learning models integrate three powerful techniques: clustering, domain 

adaptation, and meta-learning. Clustering involves organizing data into groups or clusters based on similarities, which 

helps to identify specific patterns and relationships within each cluster. Domain adaptation focuses on transferring 

knowledge from a source domain to a target domain, which is particularly crucial when there is limited data available 

in the target domain. Meta-learning, or "learning to learn," involves training the model to rapidly adapt to new tasks or 

domains with minimal data. 

 
1. Clustering: 
Grouping Data: Clustering involves organizing data into groups or clusters where each cluster contains data points 

that share high similarity. Algorithms like k-means, hierarchical clustering, or DBSCAN can be used for this purpose. 

Pattern Identification: Within each cluster, the model can identify specific patterns and relationships that are not 

apparent when looking at the data as a whole. For example, in an e-commerce platform, clustering can help recognize 

groups of users with similar purchasing behaviours. 

Enhanced Accuracy: By leveraging these patterns, the model can make more accurate predictions and 

recommendations. Clustering effectively reduces the noise in the data and highlights the most relevant information for 

making recommendations. 
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2. Domain Adaptation: 
Cross-Domain Knowledge Transfer: Domain adaptation focuses on transferring knowledge from a source domain 

(where the model is initially trained) to a target domain (where the model is deployed). This is particularly crucial when 

there is limited data available in the target domain. 

Robust Performance: This technique ensures that the model remains effective even when user preferences and 

behaviours differ significantly across domains. For example, a model trained on user interactions in a music streaming 

service can adapt to recommend movies in a video streaming service. 

Adaptation Mechanisms: Techniques such as feature alignment, instance re-weighting, and adversarial training are 

often used to achieve effective domain adaptation, ensuring that the model maintains high accuracy across different 

domains. 

 
3. Meta-Learning: 
Learning to Learn: Meta-learning, or "learning to learn," involves training the model to rapidly adapt to new tasks or 

domains with minimal data. This is achieved by exposing the model to a variety of tasks during training. 

Quick Adaptation: In the context of recommendation systems, this means that the model can quickly adjust to new 

domains or changes within a domain, making it highly flexible and efficient. For instance, if a new product category is 

introduced, the model can swiftly learn to make accurate recommendations for it. 

Training on Multiple Tasks: The meta-learning phase typically involves training on multiple tasks from different 

domains, enabling the model to generalize well and adapt efficiently to new, unseen tasks or domains. 

How It Works 

Data Clustering: The model starts by clustering the data based on similarities. This step simplifies the data structure 

and highlights distinct user preferences within each cluster. For example, users who frequently buy sports equipment 

might form one cluster, while those interested in electronics might form another. 
Meta-Learning Phase: The model undergoes a meta-learning phase where it learns to adapt quickly to new domains. 

This involves training on a variety of tasks from different domains, helping the model to develop a general 

understanding that can be fine-tuned for specific tasks. 

Domain Adaptation: The model leverages the knowledge gained from the source domain and adapts it to the target 

domain. For instance, if the model has been trained on user behaviour in the book domain, it can adapt this knowledge 

to recommend music tracks by adjusting for the specific characteristics of the music domain. 

Generating Recommendations: By integrating insights from multiple domains, the model can provide comprehensive 

and accurate recommendations. For example, it might use patterns identified in a user's reading habits to suggest 

movies that align with their tastes, enhancing the overall recommendation experience. 

 

II. LITERATURE REVIEW 
 

Gao et al. [1] propose an unsupervised meta-learning approach tailored for hyper spectral image classification, 

particularly addressing the challenge of small sample sets. By incorporating multiview constraints, the model leverages 

diverse perspectives to enhance feature learning and classification accuracy. This method demonstrates significant 

improvements in handling the complexity and high dimensionality of hyper spectraldata. Introduction of multiview 

constraints in unsupervised meta-learning. Enhanced classification performance for hyper spectral images with limited 

training samples. 

 

Shen et al. [2] address the challenge of lifelong learning across different domains by introducing a meta-learning 

framework that focuses on task similarity representation. Their approach allows for efficient knowledge transfer 

between tasks, ensuring that the model remains robust and adaptable over time. This method is particularly useful for 

applications requiring continuous learning and adaptation to new tasks. Development of task similarity representation 
for better knowledge transfer. Improvement in lifelong learning capabilities across multiple domains. 

 

Chengda and Abdullah [3] propose a novel meta-learning framework for intelligent fault diagnosis, particularly 

designed for small sample sizes across different datasets. By employing second-level sequencing, their method 

enhances the model's ability to generalize and accurately diagnose faults in varying conditions, which is crucial for 

predictive maintenance and reliability engineering. Introduction of second-level sequencing in meta-learning for fault 

diagnosis. Effective handling of small sample sizes across diverse datasets. 
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Zaikis and Vlahavas [4] explore the transition from pre-training to meta-learning for low-resource language 

representation. Their work emphasizes the importance of meta-learning in enhancing the adaptability and performance 

of models trained on limited linguistic data. This approach is crucial for developing robust language models for less-

represented languages. Examination of the role of meta-learning in low-resource language learning. Improved 

performance of language models with limited training data. 

 
Mozafari et al. [5] address the critical issue of hate speech and offensive language detection across multiple languages 

using a meta-learning approach. Their model is designed to perform effectively in a few-shot learning scenario, making 

it adaptable to new languages with minimal labeled data. This work is significant for improving the inclusivity and 

reach of content moderation systems. Development of a cross-lingual meta-learning framework for hate speech 

detection. Effective performance in few-shot learning scenarios across different languages. 

 
Guan et al. [6] propose a meta-learning framework specifically designed for cold-start recommendation systems. The 

approach leverages cross-domain information to improve the performance of recommendations for new users or items 

with limited interaction history. By learning from multiple domains, the model can effectively transfer knowledge and 

provide more accurate recommendations in cold-start scenarios. Development of a cross-domain meta-learner for cold-

start recommendations. Enhanced performance in recommendation systems with minimal data. 

 

Gao et al. [7] introduce ML-WiGR, a meta-learning approach for device-free gesture recognition that operates across 

different domains. This method aims to recognize gestures without relying on specific devices, making it more versatile 

and applicable in various environments. The cross-domain capability ensures that the model can adapt to new settings 

and users with minimal retraining. Introduction of a meta-learning framework for device-free gesture recognition. 

Improved adaptability and generalization across different domains and environments. 
 

Gutowska et al. [8] focus on constructing a meta-learner for unsupervised anomaly detection. The proposed framework 

enhances the detection of anomalies in data by learning from multiple unsupervised tasks. This approach is particularly 

useful in identifying rare and unexpected events in various applications such as network security and industrial 

monitoring. Development of a meta-learning framework for unsupervised anomaly detection. Enhanced capability to 

detect anomalies across different datasets and applications. 

 
Vettoruzzo et al. [9] provide a comprehensive technical review of the current advancements and challenges in meta-

learning. The review covers various aspects of meta-learning, including theoretical foundations, practical applications, 

and future research directions. It highlights the potential of meta-learning to revolutionize machine learning by enabling 

models to adapt quickly to new tasks with limited data. Comprehensive review of meta-learning advancements and 

challenges. Identification of future research directions and potential applications. 
 

Liu et al. [10] propose a meta-adversarial framework designed to tackle the cold-start problem in recommendation 

systems. The framework employs adversarial learning techniques to enhance the robustness and adaptability of the 

recommendation model across different domains. This approach ensures that the model can provide accurate 

recommendations even with sparse data. Introduction of a meta-adversarial framework for cold-start recommendations. 

Improved robustness and adaptability in cross-domain recommendation systems. 

 

Shilong Liu et al. [11] introduce Meta-Learned User Preference Estimator with Attention Network for Cold-Start 

Recommendation.  It proposes an Attentional Meta-Learned User Preference Estimator (AMeLU). This method 

improves recommendation accuracy, particularly in cold-start scenarios, as validated by experiments using two public 

datasets. 
 

Ludovico Boratto et al.[12]  introduces A Cost-Sensitive Meta-Learning Strategy This Strategy is showing fair provider 

exposure in recommendation systems. It balances the exposure of provider groups, particularly those underrepresented, 

without sacrificing the recommendation utility. This adjusts training by considering the cost associated with provider 

group representation, ensuring equitable exposure based on each group's contribution to the item catalog. 
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S. GOPAL KRISHNA PATRO et al.[13] Uses CSSHRS framework in  paper A Conscious Cross-Breed  

Recommendation Approach Confining Cold Start in Electronic Commerce Systems. It addresses the issues of cold start 

and sparsity by integrating clustering techniques, dimensionality reduction (LDA, PCA), and a recommendation 

mechanism (ANFIS). This predicts unavailable ratings and grouping similar customers,. It tests on the Last.FM and 

Book-Crossing datasets. 

 

Sepehr Omidvar & Thomas Tran [14] )  introduces Tackling cold-start with deep personalized transfer of user 

preferences. They uses Deep Personalized Transfer of User Preferences for Cross-Domain Recommendation 

(DPTUPCDR). This model aimed at solving the cold-start problem in recommendation systems by transferring user 

preferences from one domain to another. Deep learning and transfer learning technique is used to generate personalized 

bridge functions that enhance recommendation accuracy, particularly for new users with no historical data. It is tested 

using Amazon datasets for movies, books, and music. 
 

Zhendong Chu et al.[15]  introduces  Meta Policy Learning for Cold-Start Conversational. It heighlighted the cold-start 

problem in conversational recommender systems (CRS).  A meta-reinforcement learning-based approach, MetaCRS, 

deal with new users with minimal conversation data. The system learns a meta-policy to personalize recommendations 

for new users through a few interactions. It includes a meta-exploration policy, an item recommendation module, and a 

Transformer-based state encoder. This enhance the system's efficiency and performance in serving new users. 

 

Yuhao Luo1,2  et al.[16]  explore Domain-Aware Cross-Attention for Cross-domain Recommendation. It presents a 

novel approach to improve cross-domain recommendations (CDR) by addressing the cold-start problem, where users 

have sparse interactions in the target domain. The method introduces a two-step domain-aware cross-attention network 

that captures transferable knowledge from the source domain to enhance recommendation accuracy in the target 
domain. The training process simplified and allows efficient deployment across new domains. This gives better results 

in the experiments on industrial and public datasets. 

 

Xiaodong Li et al. [17] proposes Cross-Domain Recommendation to Cold-Start Users via Neural Process. This 

introduces CDRNP, a cross-domain recommendation model aimed at addressing the cold-start user problem by 

transferring user preferences from a source domain to a target domain using Neural Process (NP captures user-specific 

preferences and correlations between overlapping and cold-start users. System improve the recommendation accuracy 

in the target domain. 

 

EYAD KANNOUT et al. [18] explore Clustering-Based Frequent Pattern Mining Framework for Solving Cold Start 

Problem in Recommender Systems. This novel recommender system uses clustering-based frequent pattern mining to 

address the cold-start problem. When a new user or item enters a system with insufficient historical data, this 
framework combines frequent pattern mining with collaborative and content-filtering methods. It improves 

recommendation accuracy for cold-start scenarios.  

 

YI-CHENG CHEN & WANG-CHIEN LEE [19] propose paper A Novel Cross-Domain Recommendation with 

Evolution. Cross-Domain Evolution Learning Recommendation (CD-ELR) model addresses cold-start and sparsity 

issues in recommendation systems.  It integrates matrix factorization (MF) and recurrent neural networks (RNN) to 

track user preference changes over time. 

 

KEZHI LU et al.[20] introduces paper Adversarial Multi-channel Transfer Network forCDR. This handles negative 

transfer, and handling heterogeneous data in cross-domain recommendation systems by leveraging multiple data 

channels. 
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Table 1:- Summary of different techniques used for heart disease diagnosis 
 

Technology  Ref  Paper Advantages Limitations 

Unlabeled HSI 1 Unsupervised Meta 

Learning With 

Multiview 

Constraints for 

Hyperspectral Image 

Small Sample set 

Classification 

Reduces number of 

requisite labeled 

samples.Better 

classification 

performance in 

small sample set 

 Large number of 

unlabeled samples 

requirement for meta-

training , May not 

perform well on HSIs  

CDTN,LLEM,SAN 

 

 

2 Meta-Learning for 

Cross Domain 

Lifelong Learning 

Reduce 

catastrophic 

forgetting, 

Improves 

performance on old 
tasks while 

learning new tasks. 

Does not require 

storing old task 

data or expanding 

network size. 

 

Requires a knowledge 

base of labeled samples 

from various domains 

for pre-training. 

Longer training time 
Performance depends 

on the quality of 

learned task similarity 

representations. 

Shows some forgetting. 

Tested on a limited set 

of image classification 

tasks - generalizability 

to other task types is 

unclear. 

 

MAML SVM 
classifier  

 

3 Intelligent Fault 
Diagnosis Using 

Second-Level 

Sequencing Meta-

Learning 

Improves model 
stability and 

maintains high 

accuracy across 

datasets 

  Prevents 

overfitting 

Enhances learning 

rate and fault 

recognition  

May have reduced 
effectiveness as sample 

sizes increase beyond a 

certain point  

Still needs to address 

how to sequence zero-

sample datasets with 

known fault datasets. 

Pre-training , 

domain adaptation , 

Triplet loss 

Ensemble and meta-
learning  

 

4 Low-Resource 

Language 

Representation 

Learning 

 Effective 

for low-resource 

language (Greek) 
with limited data 

 Handles 

both short and long 

text inputs (up to 

4096 tokens) 

 Generaliz

es well across 

different domains 

(internet, social 

media, press) 

 Outperfor

ms previous state-
of-the-art on Greek 

Increased 

computational 

complexity, especially 

for ensemble and meta-
learning stages 

Trade-off between 

improved performance 

and higher 

computational costs 

Limited to Greek 

language,  
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hate speech 
detection 

 

MAML and Proto-

MAML 

Leverages, N-way 

K-shot classification 

 

5 Cross-Lingual Few-

Shot Hate Speech 

and Offensive 

Language Detection 

Using Meta 

Learning 

 

Quickly adapt to 

new languages 

with very few label 

Outperforms 

transfer learning 

baselines in most 

cases 

Proto-MAML 

performs best 

overall . Works 

well even for 
typologically 

diverse languages 

Does not require 

machine 

translation 

 

Requires some labeled 

data in the target 

language (not zero-

shot) 

Performance varies 

across languages and 

tasks 

Computationally 

expensive meta-

training process 

Limited to binary 
classification 

(hate/non-hate or 

offensive/non-

offensive) 

Relies on availability of 

pre-trained multilingual 

language models 

 

DKMT, MAML   

 

6 Cross-Domain Meta-

Learner for Cold-

Start 

Recommendation 
 

Can quickly adapt 

to new users/items 

with very limited 

data 
Transfers 

knowledge across 

domains 

Pretraining 

strategy 

significantly 

reduces 

computational 

resources and time 

required 

Complex model 

architecture  

Requires careful 

hyperparameter tuning   
Performance gains may 

be less significant for 

non-cold-start scenarios 

Relies on availability of 

cross-domain user data 

CNN and LSTM 

networks  

7 ML-WiGR: a meta-

learning-based 

approach for cross-
domain device-free 

gesture recognition 

 

 Adapt to 

new domains with 
only a few samples 

and training 

iterations. 

 Works in 

different 

environments, 

locations, 

orientations, and 

users. 

 Does not 

require large 

amounts of new 
training data for 

each domain 

Still requires some new 

samples and training in 

target domains, unlike 
zero-shot approaches 

Performance degrades 

somewhat in complex 

cross-domain scenarios 

with multiple changing 

factors 

Relies on extracting 

BVP features, which 

may not be optimal for 

all gesture types 

Evaluated on a limited 
set of gestures and 

domains, may not 

generalize to all 
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 scenarios 

Neural network 

anomaly detection, 

deep learning  

 

8 Constructing a 

Meta-Learner for 

Unsupervised 

Anomaly Detection 

  

Better performance 

 Does not 

require 

hyperparameter 

optimization  

 Quickly 

select an 

appropriate 

algorithm for a 
new dataset with 

minimal overhead 

 

Requires labeled data 

to evaluate base 

algorithm performance 

during meta-training 

Limited to selecting 

from a predefined set 

of base algorithms 

Performance depends 

on the quality and 
diversity of datasets 

used for meta-training 

May not generalize 

well to very different 

types of datasets or 

anomalies not seen 

during training 

Black-box meta-

learning , 

Optimization-based 

meta-learning  &  

Metric-based meta-
learning methods 

9 Advances and 

Challenges in Meta-

Learning: A 

Technical Review," 

in IEEE 
Transactions on 

Pattern Analysis and 

Machine Intelligence 

Different meta-

learning 

approaches. 

Learning from 

multimodal task 
distributions and 

unsupervised meta-

learning 

 

Does not provide 

extensive empirical 

comparisons between 

methods 

Some advanced topics 
are only briefly covered  

 

Multi-level feature 

attention  

 

10 A Meta-adversarial 

Framework for 

Cross-Domain Cold-

Start 

Recommendation 

 

 Can 

generate 

personalized 

bridge functions 

for each user to 

transfer 

preferences across 

domains 

 Captures 
both long-term and 

short-term user 

preferences   

 Improves 

recommendation 

performance for 

cold-start users 

compared to 

existing methods 

 Can be 

applied to different 
base 

recommendation 

models (e.g. MF, 

GMF, YouTube 

DNN) 

 

Requires overlapping 

users between source 

and target domains 

Performance depends 

on the quality of user 

representations learned 

in the source domain 
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meta-learning and 
attention networks 

11 Adversarial Multi-
channel Transfer 

Network forCDR 

Cold-Start 
Performance 

improvement, User 

Interest 

Diversification, 

Prediction Error 

Reduction 

Complexity, 
Generalization 

BPRMF 

 

12 A Cost-Sensitive 
Meta-Learning 
Strategy 

Fair Provider 

Exposure, 

Maintains Utility, 

Scalable and 

Flexible 

Parameter Sensitivity, 

Limited Dataset 

Representation 

K-means clustering: 

Cuckoo Search 

Optimization    LDA 
, PCA: 

Dimensionality 

reduction. Adaptive 

Neuro-Fuzzy 

Inference System.         

SDCF and SMWCF 

13 A_Conscious Cross-

BreedRecommendati

on Approach 
Confining_Cold-

Start in 

ElectronicCommerc

e Systems 

Addresses cold 

start and sparsity  

Increased accuracy 
Scalable 

 

Privacy issues 

Scalability constraints 

Complexity 

Transfer 

Learning,Deep 

Neural 

Networks,Meta-

Learning, Attention 

Mechanism 

14 Tackling cold-start 

with deep 

personalized transfer 

of user preferences 

Cold-Start 

Solution, Improved 

Accuracy.          

Personalization           

Robustness 

Limited to Explicit 

Data ,Single-Source 

Domain , Focus on 

Users, Offline Training 

Meta-Reinforcement 

Learning, 

Transformer-Based 

State Encoder , Item 
Recommendation 

Module 

15 Meta Policy 

Learning for Cold-

Start Conversational 

 

Cold-Start Problem 

Solution Efficient 

Personalization 

Improved 
Recommendation 

Accuracy                    

Reduced 

Conversation 

Length 

Dependency on Meta-

Training 

Cold-Start Exploration 

Design Complexity 

Two-step Domain-

Aware Cross-

Attention Network, 

Domain Encoder , 

Transfer Learning 

 

16 

Domain-Aware 

Cross-Attention for 

Cross-domain 

Recommendation 

 

Cold-Start Problem 

Solution Efficient 

Industrial 

Deployment                

Improved CTR and 

ECPM Robustness 

Potential Negative 

Transfer 

Complexity in 

Attention Mechanisms 

Dependence on Source 

Data 

 

NP,Meta-Learning 

Paradigm,Preference 

Aggregator / 

Remainer,Adaptive 

Conditional Decoder 

17 Cross-Domain 

Recommendation to 

Cold-Start Users via 

Neural Process 

Enhanced Cold-

Start Performance      

Bi-directional 

Recommendations      

Robust with 

Limited Data          

State-of-the-Art 

Results 

Complexity in Training 

Data Dependency 

Hyperparameter 

Sensitivity 
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Agglomerative 
clustering,FP, 

Collaborative 

filtering (CF) and 

Content-based 

filtering (CBF) 

18 Clustering-Based 
Frequent Pattern 

Mining Framework 

for Solving Cold 

Start Problem in 

Recommender 

Systems 

 

Improves cold-start 
scenarios, Data 

sparsity reduction, 

Flexibility, Better 

performance 

Complexity in tuning        
Dependency on 

clustering quality 

Computational cost 

 

MF , RNN, Fusion 

LSTM (F-LSTM) 

19 A Novel Cross-

Domain 

Recommendation 

with Evolution 

Cold-start and 

sparsity , User 

preference 

evolution ,Reduces 

computational 

resources. 

Bidirectional 

knowledge transfer 

Requires high-quality 

domain 

alignment,Computation

al power for larger 

datasets,                             

effective parameter 

tuning for learning 

rates and domain 
integration 

KGL, SRL, IRL 20 Adversarial Multi-

channel Transfer 

Network forCDR 

Data sparsity and 

heterogeneous data 

effectively 

Prevents negative 

transfer, improving 

recommendation 

accuracy.                    

Better feature 

extraction and 
transfer across 

omains 

Complexity in training 

and parameter tuning        

High computational 

costs for large datasets      

Depends on the quality 

and consistency of the 

knowledge graph and 

other input data 

 

III. CONCLUSION 
 

Cluster-based domain adaptive meta-learning models explores a significant advancement in cross-domain 

recommendation systems. It uses integrating clustering, domain adaptation and meta-learning. It offers solution to 

multi-domain recommendation, including data sparsity, cold start, and domain discrepancy. There is much more scope 

for improvement in terms of scalability, computational efficiency, and privacy concerns. Future research may focus on 

addressing these and exploring new ways to enhance the performance and applicability of cross-domain 

recommendation systems. 
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